
 

 

Key Findings on Evidence for Children’s Palliative care in Ireland 

Thursday 21st May, Regent House, Main Archway, Trinity College Dublin, Dublin 2 

Programme 

09.30 – 09.45 Registration and networking opportunity 

09.45 – 10.00 Welcome - Susan Smith, Professor of General Practice, Head of Discipline of Public 

Health and Primary Care, Trinity College Dublin 

Event launch - Gráinne Gorman, CEO, Health Research Board 

10.00 – 10.05 The study “Evidence for Children’s Palliative care in Ireland”- Overview 

  

Session 1 Key Finding 1: Prevalence of life-limiting conditions amongst children 

 Chair – Paula O’Reilly, CEO, Irish Hospice Foundation 

10.05 – 10.15 Orla Murphy, RGN, Milford Care Centre, Limerick & PPI representative 

10.15 – 10.30 Samantha Smith, Research Assistant Professor, Centre for Health Policy and 

Management, Trinity College Dublin 

10.30 – 10.50 Lorna Fraser, Professor of Palliative Care and Child Health, King’s College London 

10.50 – 11.00 Q&A 

11.00 – 11.10 Comfort break 

  

Session 2 Key Finding 2:  

Hospital-use patterns by children with life-limiting conditions in Ireland 

& Key Finding 3: Further research and data improvements 

 Chair – Kerry McLaverty, CEO, LauraLynn Ireland’s Children’s Hospice 

11.10 – 11.30 Joanne Balfe, Consultant Paediatrician with a special interest in Neurodisability, 

Children’s Health Ireland 

11.30 – 11.40 Samantha Smith, Research Assistant Professor, Centre for Health Policy and 

Management, Trinity College Dublin 

  

Session 3 Reflections & what’s next for children’s palliative care 

11.40 – 11.50 Fiona McElligott, Consultant in Paediatric Palliative Medicine, Children’s Health 

Ireland 

11.50 – 12.20 Panel Discussion 

Chair – Prof Suzanne Guerin, School of Psychology, University College Dublin & 

LauraLynn Ireland’s Children’s Hospice  

Panel: 

Joanne Balfe (Consultant Paediatrician with a special interest in Neurodisability, 

Children’s Health Ireland), Mary Devins (Consultant in Paediatric Palliative Medicine, 

Children’s Health Ireland), Lorna Fraser (Professor of Palliative Care and Child Health, 

King’s College London), Orla Murphy (RGN, Milford Care Centre, Limerick & PPI 

representative), Martina O’Reilly (Programme Manager, Policy Lead, National Office 

for Palliative Care), Samantha Smith (Research Assistant Professor, Centre for Health 

Policy and Management, Trinity College Dublin)  

 

12.20 – 12.25 Event close 

12.25 – 13.00 Light lunch and networking opportunity 

 


