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Health Policy drivers for EU R&I
• Policy developments which will influence HE Health Cluster & beyond (FP10):

• Commission priorities: Draghi report, commissioner mission letters, 
interim evaluation report of HE

• New biotech strategy (March 2024) -> Biotech Act 2026.
• Bioeconomy strategy (Nov 2025)
• Critical Raw Materials Act (2024) -> Biomaterials initiative
• European Health Data Space (EHDS) regulation (April 2024)
• EU life science strategy (July 2025)
• Apply AI Strategy (Nov 2025): healthcare sector
• Cardiovascular health
• European Competitiveness Fund (2028-2034)

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-looking-ahead_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/130e9159-8616-4c29-9f61-04592557cf4c_en?filename=Mission%20letter%20-%20ZAHARIEVA.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2f9fc221-86bb-11ef-a67d-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/47554adc-dffc-411b-8cd6-b52417514cb3_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/bioeconomy-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/bioeconomy-strategy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/411698e8-6062-41af-96e5-af54474d70f5_en
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/apply-ai
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/apply-ai


hrb.iehttps://www.hrb.ie/funding/funding-opportunities/eu-funding-support/horizon-
europe-information/guide-for-researchers/

Horizon Europe Health guide for researchers
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The Work Programme EU Funding & Tenders portal

Finding call topics

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107970/5
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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General HE conditions can be found 
in the general annexes
• Any legal entity is eligible to participate 

• Legal entities must be eligible for funding (beneficiaries):

• EU Member State

• Countries associated to Horizon Europe

• Low- and middle-income countries

• Consortium eligibility:
• at least 1 independent legal entity established in a Member 

State; and − 

• at least two other independent legal entities, each established 
in different Member States or Associated Countries

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-14-general-annexes_horizon-2025_en.pdf
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1. Staying healthy in a rapidly 
changing society

2. Living and working in a health-
promoting environment

3. Tackling diseases and reducing 
disease burden 

4. Ensuring access to innovative, 
sustainable and high-quality healthcare 

5. Developing and using new 
tools, technologies & digital 
solutions for a healthy society 

6. Maintaining an innovative, 
sustainable and competitive 
health industry 

The Health Cluster: a top-down programme 
with calls under 6 themes or destinations
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In-Touch: Transforming dementia care in Europe

€7.5M budget
Jan 2024 – Dec 2028

Cluster 1 Health project funded under call:
HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01 - Novel approaches for palliative and end-of-life care for non-cancer patients

The problem: The care of individuals with advanced dementia in European nursing 
homes presents significant challenges

The solution: Developing non-pharmacological palliative care interventions to 
improve the comfort, quality of life, and social engagement of people with advanced 
dementia in 56 nursing homes across 7 European countries  
The results: Improve the care and quality of life care for people with advanced 
dementia, in the palliative phase of their illness

13 partners from 10 countries across the EU, UK and Canada

Project coordinator: Nicola Cornally, University College Cork

Civil society partner: European Association for Palliative Care 

https://palliativeprojects.eu/in-touch/
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/HORIZON_HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-03-01/en
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2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

We are here

Indicative timeline Activity/milestone

Dec 2025 2026/2027 WP publication

26-30 Jan 2026 CLUSTER Health Horizon Europe Brokerage Event 2026

10 Feb 2026 Horizon Europe Health Cluster 1 Info Day

10 Feb 2026 Open calls 2026-01

16 Apr 2026 Close 2026-01 call (18 topics)

10 Feb 2027 Open calls 2027-01, 2027-02-two-stage

13 Apr 2027 Close 2027-01 (10 topics), Stage 1 of 2027-02-two-stage (4 topics)

3 June 2027 Open 2027-03

22 Sept 2027 Close Stage 2 of 2027-02-two-stage (4 topics), 2027-03

https://www.b2match.com/e/cluster-health-horizon-europe-brokerage-2026
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/1YFlNad27St9If0s5HDpXo/overview
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Health 
Cluster 

2026/27 call-
topics

Budget: 1.21 billion
35 call-topics

Topics:
• Destination 1: PREVENTION (3)
Behavioural interventions for prevention of NCDs in young people; Addressing 
disabilities, Public trust in life sciences 
• Destination 2: ENVIREMENT (5)
Impact of climate change on health, carbon neutral healthcare systems, human 
exposome, +1CSA, +1PCP
• Destination 3: DISEASE (13)
12 RIAs – CTs and interventions  (digital tech and young people&NCDs), GACDs, 
vaccines for pandemics, post-infection long term conditions, Sex and gender 
mechanisms in cardiovascular disease, therapeutics to prevent and treat 
infections, antimicrobials. 1 CSA on cardiovascular
• Destination 4: HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS (3)
Low-value care research and adverse drug reactions. 1PPI
• Destination 5: TOOLS (8)
AI biomarkers for NCDs, reg medicine (IA), bioprinting, virtual human twins, 
NAMs, +3CSA,
• Destination 6: INDUSTRY (3)
Regulatory science for patient-centred technologies, productions of biologicals     
      and PoC diagnostics

DRAFT
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Quality of life relevant calls Instrument
No of 
Stages

Budget Projects B/P

Health Cluster

HORIZON-HLTH-2027-01-STAYHLTH-01: Addressing disabilities 
through the life course to support independent living and 
inclusion

RIA
Single 
stage

€39.3 5 6-8

HORIZON-HLTH-2026-01-DISEASE-03: Advancing research on the 
prevention, diagnosis, and management of post-infection long-
term conditions

RIA
Single 
stage

€39.3m 5 €6-8m

HORIZON-HLTH-2026-01-DISEASE-09: Multisectoral approach to 
tackle chronic non-communicable diseases: implementation 
research maximising collaboration and coordination with sectors 
and in settings beyond the healthcare system (GACD)

RIA
Single 
stage

€9.8m 3 €3-4m

HORIZON-HLTH-2027-01-DISEASE-10: Prevention and 
management of chronic non-communicable diseases in children 
and young people (GACD)

RIA
Single 
stage

€11.8m 3 €3-4m
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Other relevant calls Instrument
No of 
Stages

Budget Projects B/P

Health Cluster

HORIZON-HLTH-2026-01-CARE-03: Identifying and 
addressing low-value care in health and care systems

RIA
Single 
stage

€38m 4 €10m

HORIZON-HLTH-2027-01-CARE-02: Personalised 
approaches to reduce risks from Adverse Drug Reactions 
due to administration of multiple medications

RIA
Single 
stage

€38 4 €8-10m

HORIZON-HLTH-2027-03-TOOL-08: Towards Artificial 
General Intelligence (AGI) for healthcare

CSA
Single 
stage

€2.9m 1 €2.9m

HORIZON-HLTH-2026-01-IND-03: Regulatory science to 
support translational development of patient-centred 
health technologies

RIA
Single 
stage

€1.6m 4 €4-6m



EU Cancer Mission



hrb.ie

EU Cancer Mission
• EU Missions were introduced under the Horizon Europe programme, as a new instrument 

designed to deliver concrete solutions to some of Europe’s greatest challenges. 

• The EU Cancer Mission, together with Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, is the European 
Commission’s response to addressing the increasing cancer burden.

• The 4 Cancer Mission objectives (see CM implementation plan):

1. Understanding of cancer
2. Prevention and early detection
3. Diagnosis and treatment
4. Quality of life for patients & their families

• EU Cancer Mission website

https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/cancer_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-09/cancer_implementation_plan_for_publication_final_v2.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/eu-mission-cancer/implementation-page_en
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https://www.hrb.ie/news-stories/record-funding-for-ireland-under-europes-beating-cancer-plan/


hrb.ie
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Cancer Mission: flagship initiatives

Uncan.eu: aiming at improving understanding of 
cancer mechanisms

European Cancer Patient Digital Centre: 
aiming at supporting QoL of patients

ECPDC

Support QoL

Diagnostic

& treatment

Prevention

E
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R
E
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IT
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L
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A
C

C
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S
S

Understand

Network of Comprehensive Cancer Infrastructures: aiming 
at strengthening research capacities of CCIs

European Cancer Prevention Centre: aiming at 
providing evidence on cancer prevention 
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2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

We are here

Timeline Activity/milestone

Dec 2025 Publication of 26/27 WP

20th January Cancer Mission Info Day (12:00 – 14:00)

28th – 29th January EU Missions Brokerage event

Sept 2026 2026 calls closing

Sept 2027 2027 calls closing

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4jD1h3248qxEnEKzoHXVG9/overview
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/stage/save-date-eu-missions-brokerage-event-2026
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Cancer Mission 2026-2027 Instrument
No of 
Stages

Budget Projects B/P

Budget: 243.51M
14 call-topics

HORIZON-MISS-2026-02-CANCER-04: Earlier and more precise 
palliative care

RIA
Single 
stage

€15m 3 €5m

HORIZON-MISS-2026-02-CANCER-05: Boosting mental health of 
young cancer survivors through the European Cancer Patient Digital 
Centre (ECPDC)

IA
Single 
stage

€7m 1 €7m

HORIZON-MISS-2026-02-CANCER-07: Improve the Quality of Life of 
older cancer patients

RIA
Single 
stage

€27m 5 €5-6m

HORIZON-MISS-2027-02-CANCER-04: Improving equitable health 
outcomes for cancer patients through health-economics research, 
health systems research and outcomes research

RIA
Single 
stage

€10m 3 €5-7m

HORIZON-MISS-2027-02-CANCER-05: Pre-commercial procurement 
of affordable solutions for healthcare systems in the areas of cancer 
technologies, cancer medical devices, or cancer medicines

PCP
Single 
stage

€26m 3 €8-10m

HORIZON-MISS-2027-02-CANCER-06: Support a Young Cancer 
Survivor Quality of Life (QoL) research programme by cancer 
charities and funding agencies

CSA
Single 
stage

€3m 1 €3m



hrb.ie

HORIZON-MISS-2026-02-CANCER-04: Earlier and more precise 
palliative care

Scope Expected outcome

Address most of:
• Develop innovative models for earlier, more precise and integrated 

palliative care to predict patients’ care preferences, to assign clear 
roles of carers and to avoid obstacles such as inequal access

• Testing and validation of these models in real-world settings 
through implementation research and clinical trials

• Address staff training, roles and adherence of conditions
• Usage of AI and digital remote tools to allow real-time 

communication and to predict care needs
• Adoption of guidelines for optimal referrals, efficient and 

sustainable workforce allocation and retention
• Collaboration with EU4Health projects

All of (3) 
• Better access to earlier, more person-

centred palliative care models 
including digital remote tools and 
options for home-based care

• Carers will benefit from real-time 
information tools and better 
communication

• Clinicians will benefit from guidelines 
on optimal patient referral and care 
predictions

Successful proposals will be asked to join the 'Quality of Life' project cluster 



Events, resources and tips



hrb.ie

Events and resources

Horizon Europe Health ClusterEU Cancer Mission

• Cancer Mission Info Day – 20 
January (12:00 – 14:00)

• Online EU Missions Brokerage 
event – 28-29 January

Recorded webinars:

• EU Cancer Mission webinar
(national) 2025

• Online HE Health cluster 
brokerage event – 27-30th January 

• HE Health Cluster Health Info Day 
– 10th Feb 2026 (8am)

Startseite HNN 3.0 | Health-NCP-Net

https://www.healthncp.net/events-calls
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4jD1h3248qxEnEKzoHXVG9/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4jD1h3248qxEnEKzoHXVG9/overview
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/stage/save-date-eu-missions-brokerage-event-2026
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/stage/save-date-eu-missions-brokerage-event-2026
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/stage/save-date-eu-missions-brokerage-event-2026
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2OulDnC_Fc
https://www.b2match.com/e/cluster-health-horizon-europe-brokerage-2026
https://www.b2match.com/e/cluster-health-horizon-europe-brokerage-2026
https://www.b2match.com/e/cluster-health-horizon-europe-brokerage-2026
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/1YFlNad27St9If0s5HDpXo/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/1YFlNad27St9If0s5HDpXo/overview
https://www.healthncp.net/events-calls
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You MUST sign up for networking

Startseite HNN 3.0 | Health-NCP-Net

https://www.healthncp.net/events-calls
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• Title
• Short description
• Full description
• Topic 
• Type of cooperation (Coordinator vs. Partner)
• Images, file and videos are optional

      ADD 1 COOPERATION PROFILE PER TOPIC OF INTEREST
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• Open to applications aligned with the call topic of interest
• Requirement to meet your NCP before submission
• How to apply: https://horizoneurope.ie/enterprise-irelands-horizon-

europe-funding-supports

HE support grants
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Tips: Golden rules for proposal writing

1. Fit to the call topic information

2. Follow the proposal template

3. Address the evaluation cirteria

• Excellence

• Impact

• Implementation

4. Extra requirements (SSH, lump sum, blind 
evaluation, gender equality, sex and gender 
dimension in research, ethics, clinical study 
template, etc.)

Apply through 
the EU Funding 
& Tenders portal
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New resources
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Conclusions
• Find your call of interest

• 2026/2027 HE Work Programmes are being published shortly, Dec 2025

⎼ Health Cluster 

⎼ Cancer Mission

• Build your consortium NOW

• EU events will take place in Jan/Feb 2026

• Contact me (your NCP) to understand your call of interest, its policy drivers, 
whether your idea fits the call and how you can get further support



Dr Irene Castellano Pellicena, PhD

National Contact Point 

Health Research Board

icastellano@hrb.ie

Monthly newsletter: https://www.hrb.ie/subscribe/
More info: www.horizoneurope.ie
www.healthncp.net

https://www.hrb.ie/subscribe/
http://www.horizoneurope.ie/
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Funding instruments in Horizon Europe

Instrument Funding 
rate

Description

Research and Innovation Action (RIA) 100% Establish new knowledge and/or explore the feasibility of a new or 
improved technology

Innovation Action (IA) 70% Produce plans or designs for new or improved products, processes 
or services
including prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale 
product validation and market replication. 

Coordination and Support Action (CSA) 100% Improve cooperation among countries to strengthen the ERA 
including, for example, standardisation, dissemination, awareness-
raising, communication and networking activities, policy dialogues, 
mutual learning or studies.

Pre-commercial procurement (PCP) - An approach to public procurement of research and development 
services

Programme co-fund action (COFUND) 30-70% Provides multi-annual co-funding for European partnerships 
bringing together public and private partners
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The clinical 
study template

A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.healthncp.net/pdf/annotated-template-information-clinical-studies-applicants
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Files will be available on
Past Events - The Palliative Hub 

Professional 
(professionalpalliativehub.com/events)

Thank you for your time

https://professionalpalliativehub.com/events/past-events/
https://professionalpalliativehub.com/events/past-events/
https://professionalpalliativehub.com/events/past-events/
https://professionalpalliativehub.com/events/past-events/
https://professionalpalliativehub.com/events/past-events/
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